
H.3358/S.826

An Act to Reduce Mass Incarceration 
Representative Jay Livingstone & Senator Joseph Boncore

Background: Today in Massachusetts, there are more than 1,050 men and women
serving lifelong prison sentences that offer no hope of parole. As a result,
the number of lifers serving LWOP entering the prison system is greatly
outpacing the number of inmates dying in prison, making prisons more
packed. These sentences operate under the assumption that a person is
incapable of personal redemption and rehabilitation which starkly
contrasts with the changing trends in Criminal Justice Reform.

Summary: This legislation would require the possibility of parole and would allow all
people currently serving life sentences to have the opportunity for one
parole hearing after serving 25 years, applying retroactively. It would not
make anyone's release automatic or change parole standards.
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For more information on this bill, please contact Caitlin Duffy (Caitlin.Duffy@MAHouse.gov)  in
Representative Livingstone's Office or Anthony Gesualdi Anthony.Gesualdi@MASenate.gov) in Senator

Boncore's Office
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